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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 185690 
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TAGS: PDIP, AG, US 

SUBJECT: HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE SAHARA QUESTION 
REF: ALGIERS, 1752, 1807 

1 . DEPARTMENT SUPPORTS VIEW THAT WESTERN SAHARA IS 
ESSENTIALLY A POLITICAL PROBLEM WHICH CAN BEST BE RESOLVED 
ON A REGIONAL LEVEL BY THOSE MOST DIRECTLY INVOLVED, 

POSSIBLY WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF APPROPRIATE REGIONAL AND 
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS. AS A LEGAL QUESTION, THE U.S. 
RECOGNIZES THE RIGHT OF THE PEOPLE OF THE WESTERN SAHARA 
TO SELF-DETERMINATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE ADVISORY 
OPINION OF THE ICJ, AND WE ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THIS RIGHT 
HAS NOT YET BEEN EXERCISED. HOWEVER, WE DO NOT BELIEVE 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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THAT THIS LEGAL ANALYSIS, BY ITSELF, PROVIDES A PRODUCTIVE 
BASIS FOR REACHING A VIABLE SOLUTION TO THE SITUATION AND WE 
DO NOT WANT TO ADDRESS THE ISSUE IN THESE TERMS WITH THE 
GOA OR OTHERS. IN DISCUSSIONS WITH GOA OFFICIALS REGARD- 
ING THE SAHARA, U.S. POSITION SHOULD REMAIN THAT STATED IN 
SECRETARY'S JUNE 22 LETTER TO BOUTEFLIKA. WE WISH TO 
AVOID CREATING IMPRESSION THAT A RECONSIDERATION OF OUR 
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POLICY ON HUMAN RIGHTS, OR OTHER, GROUNDS WILL BE FORTH- 
COMING. 

2. QUESTION OF HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO SAHARAN 
REFUGEES IS SUBJECT OF SEPTEL. 

3. ADDITIONAL BACKGROUND MATERIAL ON OVERALL HUMAN RIGHTS 
POLICY HAS BEEN POUCHED. CHRISTOPHER 
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